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Abstract 

 

A quantitative and qualitative study examined Erikson’s ego developmental hypotheses 

regarding the positive relationship between generativity and intimacy . At age 26, participants 

told two life stories about "relationship defining moments," one about a romantic partner, and 

another about a same-sex friend. An interaction was found, whereby participants scored higher 

on the Loyola Generativity Scale at 26 only when they told  stories rated as intimate about both a  

romantic partner and a friend. "True Love" and "True Friendship" themes arose as prototypical  

stories in each context. Similarities and differences between the stories told about friends and 

romantic partners will also be discussed.  

 


